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[bookmark: _Toc212033601]PRESIDENT'S WELCOME

Dear Wests (Brisbane) Rugby League Club Members and Supporters,
It is my great pleasure to extend a warm welcome to all of you as we embark on another exciting season at the foot of Mt Coot-tha in the heart of Bardon. Wests (Brisbane) Junior Rugby League Club stands as a proud institution with a rich history.
Purtell Park has been our home, witnessing the growth and success of our club over the decades. We take pride in being one of the oldest junior league clubs in Brisbane, and it's an honour to have hosted some of the league's greatest and well-known players. 

At Wests, we are not just a club; we are a community that values the spirit of rugby league. We are thrilled to have the capacity to field teams from under 6's to Opens, providing a platform for the enjoyment, development, and active participation of both boys and girls. Our commitment is to foster a safe and friendly environment where every player, regardless of skill level, can thrive and experience the joy of the game.
Let's come together, celebrate the camaraderie, and enjoy the game that unites us all. Wests (Brisbane) welcomes you to a season filled with excitement, growth, and the sheer pleasure of playing rugby league.

​Here's to a fantastic season ahead!
Gareth Pritchard

President









Wests (Brisbane) Junior Rugby League Club
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Wests (Brisbane) Junior Rugby League Club
PO Box 2113
ASHGROVE QLD 4060
Email: secretary@westsbrisbanejrl.com.au
GROUND LOCATION
Lorward Ave & Carwoola Street
BARDON QLD 4065
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-PARENTS & SPECTATORS
• Remember, children participate in junior rugby league for their enjoyment not yours.
• Organise to have your child at training/games on time. Contact the Team Coach or Manager if you will be late or absent.
• Encourage children to participate, do not force them.
• Focus on the child's efforts and performance, rather than winning or losing.
• Never ridicule or yell at a child for making a mistake or losing a game.
• Remember that children learn best by example. Applaud good performances by all participants.
• Support all efforts to remove verbal and physical abuse from rugby league.
• Help out with routine tasks such as: League Safe, Touch Judge, Duty Official, Canteen etc
• Show your appreciation of Volunteer Coaches, Officials and Administrators. Without them, your child could not participate.
• Respect Referee's decisions and teach children to do likewise.
· All on field incidents are to be dealt with by the Referee. Under no circumstances must you enter the field of play.
· Off field issues must be reported to the Ground Manager or through the QRL Positive Environment platform
· The consumption of alcohol outside of licensed areas and smoking at the field is not permitted at all Wests JRLFC games and training.
· Dogs are not permitted at ANY RLB ground.
· All Spectators are to remain behind fences.
[bookmark: _Toc212033605]-PLAYERS
• Play by the rules.
• Never argue with an official. If you disagree, have your captain approach the official during a break in play.
• Control your temper. Verbal abuse of officials and sledging other participants, deliberately distracting or provoking an opponent, are not acceptable or permitted behaviours in junior rugby league.
• Work equally hard for yourself and/or your team. Your team's performance will benefit and so will you.
• Be a good sport. Applaud all good performances whether they are made by your team or for the opposition.
• Treat all participants in junior rugby league as you like to be treated. Do not bully or take unfair advantage of another competitor.
• Cooperate with your coach, teammates and opponents. Without them, there would be no competition.
• Participate for your own enjoyment and benefit, not just to please parents and coaches.
Respect the rights, dignity and worth of all participants, regardless of their gender, ability, cultural background or religion.
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Action will be taken by Wests JRLFC against anyone who is found to be in breach of the codes of conduct.
Please note that signing the QRL Registration form implies understanding of, and agreement with the QRL and Club's code of conduct.
Disciplinary action will be administered in a three-phase education process, designed to assist members with defining their role in junior rugby league. The three phases dealing with breaches are designed to provide ample opportunity for correcting undesirable behaviour in a continual education process.
STAGE 1-CLUB TO COUNSEL OFFENDER
Stage 1 applies to the first breach of a code of behaviour or ethics. The parent may to proceed to any stage at the discretion of Wests JRLFC if the breach of codes is deemed to be a serious nature (For example, obscene language, threatening behaviour, any form of racial vilification or physical acts, harassment of a Referee).
STAGE 2 OFFENDER SUSPENDED FROM ATTENDING GAMES
Stage 2 applies to the second breach of the code of behaviour or ethics within a 12-month period of the current Wests JRLFC season.
STAGE 3-MEMBERSHIP REMOVED
Stage 3 applies to the third breach of the code of behaviour or ethics within a 12-month period of the current Wests JRLFC
The Offender can apply to Wests JRLFC for membership at the start of the next junior rugby league season. Renewal will be at the discretion of Wests Junior Rugby League Football Club.
[bookmark: _Toc212033607]GUIDELINES FOR ISSUES WITH COACHES AND TEAM VOLUNTEERS
If any parent has an Issue with their child's coach or other team volunteers, they are to follow the below order of communication:
1.Approach and discuss the problem with Team Manager or Coach
2. Approach the Coaching Directors or Coaches and Managers Co-ordinator or a Member of our QRL Support Squad
3. Written approach to the Club President or Club Committee Member
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Registering your child to play rugby league involves registering their details online and paying the registrations fees as per the fee structure. Due to the large financial liability and penalties to a club for non-registration and non-payment of fees, a strict NO PAY NO PLAY policy is in place. All player registration occurs online through the following link https://playnrl.com/
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During sign on day at Purtell Park assistance will be provided in registering your child and you will be able to purchase uniforms and training gear. All new players must bring proof of identification such as a birth certificate or passport.
Please note your child's registration will not be completed until all required documentation is provided and registration fees are paid.
There are no weekly fees.
The Sign-On Fee will cover the cost of the following items:
· Use of Playing Jersey
· Team Photo
· Presentation Day Activities
· Team Registration 
· Ground Maintenance
· Use of training equipment
· On-site Sports Medicine (First Aid)




· Jersey
All players will be supplied with a Club jersey for game days during the season. The jerseys remain the property of Wests JRLFC unless presented to the players on presentation day.
· Club Polo
All players will be given a club Polo at the completion of registration. Every player is required to arrive on game day in the club polo.
· Shorts and Socks
Players are required to wear Club shorts and socks, which can be purchased on Training nights for Game Days.
· Boots
All players are required to wear football boots, which can be purchased from any sports store.
· Protective Equipment
Protective equipment is the responsibility of the player. We recommend that players wear professionally fitted mouth guards. Shoulder pads and headgear are optional.
· Tape
Strapping and electrical tape is the player's responsibility to supply. 
· TEAM PHOTOS
Your Sign-On fee includes the cost of a team photo. Players are required to wear their Jersey, shorts, socks and football boots. Team officials are required to wear their Club shirt
[bookmark: _Toc212033610]Player Withdrawals and Fee Cancellations
All player withdrawals are to be notified to the club as soon as possible. Registrations cancelled before the 3rd game of the season are eligible for a refund.
Please note the insurance component of registration is not refundable
Also note registration refunds are not available if your child sustains an injury 
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· No player will be permitted to take the field for games without being registered first. This is a simple process and can be done online. Managers, please check to see who is and isn't registered.
· Coaches will not be permitted to commence training unless all accreditations are up-to-date or they are enrolled in a face-to-face component. 
· The Club is required to have all Coaches, Trainers/League Safe, First Aid Officers, and Touch Judges accredited through the Junior Rugby League, and these accreditations must be updated at regular intervals. The Club therefore, is prepared to fully fund these courses for anyone wishing to take on one of these important roles. Contact the Club Secretary if you wish to undertake any of these courses.
· Teams will not be considered for nomination unless they have filled the required accredited staffing numbers 
· Under no circumstances can any coach, manager or parent communicate with representatives of other clubs or the BRL regarding game times, changes or forfeitures. All correspondence must go through the secretary.
· Any person over the age of 18 holding a position with the Club (and or a team) needs to apply for the Working with Children Volunteer Check through the Commission for Children and Young People Child Guardian (CCYPC).
Successful applicants will be issued with a Blue Card Information and application forms can be obtained online. Remember our kid's safety is our number one priority.
· Age groups will train as squads with teams then split towards the end of each session to work on team-based plays. This is to develop a club identity and to help all players progress.
· Teams will be chosen with an equal distribution of players of a fair and even level of experience and skill. Teams in ungraded competitions will not be ‘stacked’. 
· Coaches are reminded it is against RLB by-laws to recruit or use incentives to attract players. 
· Forfeits MUST be advised no later than 6 pm on Thursday night and age groups with more than one team MUST have explored every avenue, including moving/ swapping players around. Remember, these players sign up to Wests (Brisbane) JRL they do NOT sign up to play for one particular team.
· Teams Sheets must be submitted by 9 pm Thursday night. The club is fined for not submitting Team sheets. This is the coach/manager's responsibility.
· On Tuesday and Thursday nights it's the responsibility of the coaches and managers to ensure the goal post pads are up and the lights are on where necessary before training commences. For safety reasons no player should be on the field without post pads being up first.
· The last team training on each ground is responsible for ensuring post pads and other training aids are put back in the sheds and all lights are off.
· Duty official - home games must have one duty official identified and also emailed in on a Thursday night. That parent must then pick up their duty official vest before the referee kicks the game off. The responsibility of duty official WILL NOT fall back on to committee members.
· All traveling teams participating in carnivals or cup competitions will wear the current Wests (Brisbane) JRL jersey. Teams may design their own one-off Polos and training shirts however the must be approved by the committee and must carry our club logo.
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Wests JRLFC have put a coaching structure in place so players from Under 6's to Opens will have, as we feel, coaches best suited to their age development.
All coaching is to be based on the six major skill areas:
1.Grip, Catch & Pass 2. Defence 3. Evasion 4. Play the ball 5. Kicking 6. Scrummaging
Whilst everyone loves to win, the main focus at Wests JRLFC is to have fun whilst becoming better Rugby League players. The philosophy at Wests is that winning is a result of following the processes that create the skills, and we can have fun while doing this.
Outlined below are the different stages in the development of a player's skills and how West's coaching philosophy fits in with the QRL rules.
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Rules: Played on a reduced-sized field using a mini football. Players play for 4 x 8-minute quarters with a 2 min break at quarter time and a 5 min break at half time, 8 players on the field at once. Defending teams are to retire 5m and cannot move until the first receiver has caught the ball. The attacking team must have 2 passes each play. These age groups should only be training once a week. Everything should be fun and competition-based (relays/games), around the 3 fundamental skills required at this level. 
Wests Goal: For every player to have a basic understanding of the rules as well as having a good understanding of passing/catching, carrying/playing the ball and tackling technique by the completion of U9.
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Rules: Played on a reduced-sized field. The game is played over 2 x 20 minutes halves with a 5-minute half-time break.. There are now 11 players on the field. One player is now present at the play the ball. Kicks are now allowed however the kick must travel further than it goes high. 
Wests Goal: For every player to have a thorough understanding of the mid league rules and the Safe Play Code. Every player should see a good progression of the basic fundamental skills from mini league.
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Rules: Played on an international-sized field. U12 plays for 2 x 20-minute halves. Scrums are now packed with 6 players, all other rules as per International Safe Play football.
Wests Goal: To keep the progression of basic skills flowing and to start introducing some more advanced skills, to prepare the players for international rules.
[bookmark: _Toc212033616]Under 13 + International Rules
Wests Goals: To fine tune the basic skills and progress the development of advanced skills, to fully prepare the player for senior football at the completion of U19's and into Opens.
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Our identity is important, and we have worked hard to build our profile, as it appears on our badge, we are Wests (Brisbane) Junior Rugby League. Wests Juniors, Wests or Wests Brisbane Juniors are acceptable; however, we encourage members and supporters to refrain from using Wests Panthers or Wests Brisbane Panthers as these monikers are now being used by a senior, unaffiliated club. 
The Wests Junior Rugby League Football Club is supportive of the use of social media such as Facebook, Instagram and other internet forums to promote both the club and the game of rugby league in general. In particular, Facebook and Whats App have become a very useful way to share information amongst a closed group of people, and several teams have used this medium for communications amongst team staff and team members.
Comments in social media are also part of the public domain and should be recognised as such.
Derogatory comments about junior players, club staff, club policy and the club in general fall under the "code of conduct" and anybody making such comments may be subject to sanctions as laid out in the "code of conduct".
Please also note, that as per RLB's Social Media policy, any member of a club/parent or volunteer can be called into the disciplinary committee at the RLB for social media breaches.
"Saying it online is treated the same as saying it in real life".
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ROLE OF PARENTS
The role of the parents at Wests JRLFC is to:
· Support and encourage their child to participate in junior rugby league.
· Allow their child to participate only if they are well and healthy.
· Encourage their child to participate for the enjoyment of junior rugby league.
· Promote and abide by the Wests Junior Rugby League Football Club's Code of Conduct.
· Be courteous when communicating with coaches, referees and administrators.
· Be a positive role model.
· Volunteer
· No coaching from the sidelines.


BECOME A JUNIOR REFEREE...
Members over the age of 14 are eligible to become a junior referee. The club is reliant on our young players in order to field qualified referees each week. You'll get the best view of the game, and you'll get paid. Those interested in becoming a junior referee should go to the club website - or talk to the club secretary - for more information!
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INSURANCE
Compulsory Insurance is purchased separately during registration. Wests JRLFC does not provide any insurance to players.

GAME DAY INFORMATION
Game day information will be posted on the Club's Website and Facebook Page as and when available 

TRAINING TIMES
Training times will be determined by the Club when teams are formed and will be posted on the Club Website and Facebook.
Talk to your Coach or Manager about changes to training times.
WET WEATHER PROCEDURE
The Club will notify all coaches/managers if training for games are cancelled and information to that effect will be posted on the Club Facebook page.
All parents or players are to check with their respective Coaches or Managers in case of bad weather to ensure training and games are still on.






CLUB WEBSITE
www.westsbrisbanejrl.com.au
www.facebook.com/Wests BrisbaneJunior RugbyLeague
Facebook is a great way to get up to date with every day happenings at the club
- LIKE us today!
CLUB EMAIL
secretary@westsbrisbanejrl.com.au or alternatively president@westsbrisbanejrl.com.au

Wests Junior Rugby League Football Club is always looking for sponsors to help us bring the great game of Rugby League to the children in our community. If you are interested in sponsoring the Club, a committee member, we have several packages available to give you the greatest exposure.... and we'd be glad to have your support!
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